
Interactive Webinar Brown Bag Series 
Creating welcoming learning communities: Year-long supports for teachers in 

meeting the complex needs of refugee students 
 
It is my distinct pleasure to welcome you all to the second of a series of webinars that 
aims to support for you, teachers and other school-based professionals, in 
creating welcoming and supportive learning environments for refugee students 
and their families this academic year.  
 
My name is Anna Kirova.  I’m professor in the Department of Elementary Education at 
the University of Alberta and I will be moderating this second session on 
Understanding Refugee Experiences with colleagues from the university and 
community. 
  
Understanding refugee students’ pre- and post-migration experiences and the impact 
these traumatic experiences have on their development, learning and ability to adapt to 
the school environment is critical in our planning for ways in which we can facilitate 
their transition to school, adaptation to the school culture, and integration into the 
society at large.  
 
We will address this topic from the perspective of the three panelists: research, lived 
experience in a refugee camp, and classroom practice.   
 
The research perspective will be presented by Dr. Sophie Yohani who is an 
associate professor of Counselling Psychology in the Department of Educational 
Psychology in the Faculty of Education at the University of Alberta. Her research and 
practice focus on the mental health and psychosocial adaptation of refugee and 
immigrant children, women and families.   
 
 Mr. Joey Jalal will share his lived experiences in a refugee camp. He is currently a 
student at the University of Albert and also a youth coordinator for the Multicultural 
Health Brokers Coop where he runs a youth program for his native Kurdish youth. Last 
summer he travelled to Iraq to volunteer in a refugee camp sheltering more than 
175,000 displaced Syrians, Kurds and Iraqis. 
 
The perspective of a classroom teacher who sees the impact of pre- and post-
migration experience on high school students will be presented by Ms. Sarah Lees. 
She teaches in the ELL department at Queen Elizabeth High School in Edmonton. 
Students in the ELL program have a broad range of experiences and are between the 
ages of 14 and 20 years. Some were able to attend school consistently while others 
are beginning school for the first time in a new language and a very different 
environment. Ms Lees’ program utilizes both trauma-informed practice and community 
partnerships to complement her instructional practices.  
 



 
Format: After each short presentation, I will open the floor for you to engage directly 
with us today. Please type in your questions and we should have time to answer two to 
three questions.  
 
Other questions will be organized and responded to via our website:  
http://welcominglearning.ualberta.ca/ 
 
On the website, you can find the recordings of all webinar sessions, including the 
power point presentations and additional resources on the topics of discussion.   
 
 
Conclusion 
 
 
In our next webinar, on October 5th we will look at supporting both English as an 
additional language and first language development. Thank you for your 
attendance today and we look forward to hearing and learning with you over the next 
months.  
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